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Magalie Roman Salas, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street S. W.
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Petition for Review

Dear Ms. Salas:

CC Docket Number 96-45

.-

Enclosed for your consideration is an original and five copies of a Petition
for Review from the Virginia Department of Education of behalf of Universal
Service, E-Rate applicants in the Commonwealth of Virginia with Attachment.

Should you have any questions, please contact me directly at (804) 692­
0335.
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Before the Federal Communication~mmission
Washington DC 20554

In the Matter of

Petition for Commission Review
of Certain Virginia Universal
Service Applications

Federal-State Joint Board on
Universal Service

)
)
)
)
)
)
)

CC Docket No. 96-45

The Virginia Department ofEducation requests Federal Communications

Commission (FCC) accommodation of certain Universal Service, E-Rate applications for

discounted telecommunications service, Internet access, and internal connections. We

also ask that the Commission more closely monitor actions by the Schools and Libraries

Division (SLD) and its contractors.

On November 18, 1999, the Virginia Department ofEducation issued a statewide

notice that Universal Service, E-Rate funding may be available for year two applicants

(Attachment A). The Department urged applicants to file forms 470 for new year two

services, or file forms 471 for services for which a form 470 previously had been filed.

This advice was repeated at training sessions in December 1999. A number of Virginia

applicants filed forms 470 in November, December, and January 1999, for year two

services. Another group ofVirginia applicants filed forms 471 requesting funding for

year two services prior to March 2, 2000, but after November 18, 1999.
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The Department has learned that the Schools and Libraries Division contractor

failed to post form 470 applications in a timely manner for Virginia applicants from

Madison County, Northampton County, Hampton City, Richmond County, Greene

County, and Culpeper County. We understand that a number of forms 470 were returned

to applicants without being posted on the Web site. We also know ofat least one year two

form 470, from Pulaski County, was posted on the SLD year three Web site.

The Schools and Libraries Division is required under CFR Title 47, Part 54,

Subpart F, Section 54.504 (b)(3) to post form 470 requests for service on its website. The

Schools and Libraries Division failed to post forms 470 for the above Virginia applicants

in a timely manner, resulting in a loss of funding opportunity from the time the

applications should have been posted to the time they were actually posted. Further,

because the forms 470 in question were not posted until mid-February 2000, contracts for

those services cannot be signed before mid-March, at which time forms 471 may be

submitted. Applications submitted between March 2 and March 31,2000, will fall under

the "Rules ofPriority" and may not receive funding, because oflimited availability of

funds.

By searching the posted forms 470 on the SLD Web site, we have identified other

affected applicants in Tennessee, Vermont, North Carolina and California, although it

appears Virginia has the largest number.
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We ask that the above named Virginia applicants, and any other Virginia

applicant the Virginia Department ofEducation, SLD, or FCC may identify as having

filed timely year two 470 or 471 applications be granted the opportunity to receive

funding for equipment and services retroactive to the time their applications should have

been posted on the SLD Web site. We also ask that all form 470 applications incorrectly

posted as year three services be considered as year two postings. Finally, We ask the FCC

to investigate the reason for the apparent disregard for FCC regulations by the SLD.

In the alternative, we ask that the FCC designate School and Library Program

year one unspent funds to year two 471 applications received by SLD between March 2,

and March 31,2000. We ask that sufficient funds be allocated to fund all approved

applications received during this period.

Respe~tfully Submitted,

/~t t !u' ) /ti{*--Y;/
Lan Neugent ~
Assistant Superintendent for Technology

Virginia Department ofEducation
Post Office Box 2120
Richmond, VA 23218

March 10,2000
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Subject: E-Rate Update
Date: Thu, 18 Nov 1999 16:20:03 -0500

From: greg weisiger <gweisige@pen.kI2.va.us>
Organization: Virginia Dept. ofEducation

To: admin <admin@mail.franklincity.kI2.va.us>, akelly <akelly@vsla.edu>,
"allsaintsric@juno.com" <allsaintsric@juno.com>,
"Antonia W. Harrison" <aharriso@pen.kI2.va.us>,
"asowers@huntermcguire.org" <asowers@huntermcguire.org>,
"bakersr@ccps.kI2.va.us" <bakersr@ccps.kI2.va.us>,
bfisher <bfisher@albemarle.org>, bhatch <bhatch@pen.kI2.va.us>,
"blackwelldavid@hotmail.com" <blackwelldavid@hotmail.com>,
"bm4n@virginia.edu" <bm4n@virginia.edu>, bmckinne <bmckinne@pen.kI2.va.us>,
Bobby Waddell <bwaddell@penl.pen.kI2.va.us>,
"bobwilliams@prodigy.net" <bobwilliams@prodigy.net>,
"borleyj@hargrave.edu" <borleyj@hargrave.edu>, bsestito <bsestito@pen.kI2.va.us>,
bskinner <bskinner@campbell.k12.va>, cadaret <cadaret@mindspring.com>,
cathy <cathy@pen.k12.va.us>, "cba@learninglink.org" <cba@learninglink.org>,
"cbrown@vsdbh.org" <cbrown@vsdbh.org>, "ccc23@juno.com" <ccc23@juno.com>,
"Charlome D. Pierce" <cpierce@pen.kI2.va.us>,
cmummau <cmummau@pen.kI2.va.us>,
"Cook, Ellie W" <Ellie.W.Cook@icn.siemens.com>,
"danny@mounet.com" <danny@mounet.com>,
David Uhlig <duhlig@mindspring.com>,
"dbockes@pen.k12.va.us" <dbockes@pen.kI2.va.us>, ddawson <ddawson@rica.net>,
"dennis.l.elwell@bellatlantic.COM" <dennis.l.elwell@bellatlantic.COM>,
dforeman <dforeman@chesterfield.kI2.va.us>,
"dhorvath@leg.state.va.us" <dhorvath@leg.state.va.us>,
div041 <div041@pen.kI2.va.us>, dmatt <dmatt@ns.gemlink.com>,
"dmeade@ycsd.york.va.us" <dmeade@ycsd.york.va.us>,
Don Judy <djudy@ns.gemlink.com>, "donndyer@ctron.com" <donndyer@ctron.com>,
dpendar <dpendar@erols.com>, "dreed@ec3inc.com" <dreed@ec3inc.com>,
dschauer <dschauer@manassas.kI2.va.us>, eratel <eratel@AOL.COM>,
£fowler <£fowler@ghs.giles.kI2.va.us>, f'klein <f'klein@sylvaninfo.net>,
frank stiltner <fstiltne@buc.kI2.va.us>, George Carlson <gcarlson@pen.kI2.va.us>,
ggronewe <ggronewe@pen.k12.va.us>, ggustafs <ggustafs@pen.k12.va.us>,
"Ghshead@aol.com" <Ghshead@AOL.COM>,
"Glenn M. Grossman" <ggrossman@managementresourcesinc.com>,
"grochmal@norfacad.pvt.kI2.va.us" <grochmal@norfacad.pvt.kI2.va.us>,
gweisige <gweisige@pen.kI2.va.us>,
"herborns@wjcc.kI2.va.us" <herborns@wjcc.kI2.va.us>,
hgoodwin <hgoodwin@mail.mcps.org>, llliMORRIS1<llliMORRIS l@AOL.COM>,
hmwmcps <hmwmcps@inna.net>, hw scott <hscott@bcps.kI2.va.us>,
iberney <iberney@mail.pulaski.kI2.va.us>, janet <janet@henry.kI2.va.us>,
jbarrett <jbarrett@bristolvaschools.org>, jblevins <jblevins@colonialbeach.kI2.va.us>,
"jblevins@pen.kI2.va.us" <jblevins@pen.kI2.va.us>,
"jbrett@sho.accumack.kI2.VA.US" <jbrett@sho.accomack.kI2.VA.US>,
jcock <jcock@pen.kI2.va.us>,jdalton <jdalton@neocomm.net>,
jgann <jgann@frco.kI2.va.us>,jhill <jhill@rockingham.kI2.va.us>,
jhodges <jhodges@pen.kI2.va.us>,jkl <jkl@NAXS.COM>,
"jkl@wcs.kI2.va.us" <jkl@wcs.kI2.va.us>, jlanham <jlanham@pen.kI2.va.us>,
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Joan Whitesell <jswhite@bv.rang.kI2.va.us>, John Edwards <jedwards@halifax.com>,
jowen <jowen@bchs.kI2.va.us>, "joyb@techcom.net" <joyb@techcom.net>,
"jsnare@visi.net" <jsnare@visi.net>,
"jsnyder@libertyhs.com" <jsnyder@libertyhs.com>,
"jstickel@pcs.kI2.va.us" <jstickel@pcs.kI2.va.us>,
"Judy G. Martin" <jmartin@pen.kI2.va.us>, "Karen A. Lohr" <klohr@pen.kI2.va.us>,
KcochraN <KcochraN@wcps.wythE.KI2.Va.us>,
kenneth_wright <kenneth_wright@colonialhts.net>,
Kim Failon <KimFailon@VAIS.org>, klohr <klohr@hotmail.com>,
KROSE <KROSE@pen.kI2.va.us>, larry Brooks <brooksl@summit.net>,
"lbryant@vsla.edu" <lbryant@vsla.edu>, lewisc1ay <lewisclay@mail.scsb.org>,
Ihodges <Ihodges@kerrlake.com>, Lisa Blanton <LBlanton@cucps.kI2.va.us>,
loihi 15 <Ioihi 15@hotmail.com>, lolat <Iolat@hsc.edu>, Ipetrie <Ipetrie@swva.net>,
Irichmon <lrichmon@arlington.kI2.va. us>, mamstein <mamstein@hotmail.com>,
mgriffin <mgriffin@richmond.kI2.va. us>, "mjf@flinthill.org" <mjf@flinthill.org>,
mshaulis <mshaulis@fldsvcs.fcps.kI2.va. us>, mshepard <mshepard@shentel.net>,
"mwoodall@pin:1..net" <mwoodall@pinn.net>, ngamble <ngamble@bland.kI2.va.us>,
"nmaschal@lex.rang.kI2.va.us" <nmaschal@lex.rang.kI2.va.us>,
nroyall <nroyall@crosslink.net>, nworley <nworley@vlinsvr.vsla.EDU>,
pchappell <pchappell@powhatan.k12.va.us>, peacherf <peacherf@pwcs.edu>,
phanger <phanger@nextfrontier.net>, Phil Iovino <piovino@sylvaninfo.net>,
pitchkri <pitchkri@eclipse.cps.k12.va.us>,
"pnichols@pen.kI2.va.us" <pnichols@pen.kI2.va.us>,
"psorrell@staunton.k12.va.us" <psorrell@staunton.kI2.va.us>,
"pzsmith@shenandoah.k12.va.us" <pzsmith@shenandoah.kI2.va.us>,
"rcs2@rbnet.com" <rcs2@rbnet.com>, reynolds <reynolds@iwinet>,
"Richard B. Hiller" <hillerrb@rcs.rang.kI2.va.us>,
"rjowers@fccps.kI2.va.us" <rjowers@fccps.kI2.va.us>,
RMiTchem <RMiTchem@maiI.Roanoke.kI2.va.us>,
rmullen <rmullen@vbcps.kI2.va.us>, roborandy <roborandy@yahoo.com>,
rp <rp@cucps.kI2.va.us>, rparker <rparker@pcs.kI2.va.us>,
rsmith2 <rsmith2@pen.kI2.va.us>, rwatson <rwatson@pen.kI2.va.us>,
rwayl <rwayl@NAXS.COM>, sange <sange@sbo.hampton.kI2.va.us>,
sdevan <sdevan@sbo.nn.kI2.va.us>, sharper <sharper@shentel.net>,
"SKINNER,G" <gskinner@sbo.hampton.kI2.va.us>,
"smitha@i2020.net" <smitha@i2020.net>, smuller <smuller@pen.kI2.va.us>,
"spiland.dit" <spiland.dit@state.va.us>,
"ssevers@fishbume.org" <ssevers@fishbume.org>,
"ssusbury@pen.kI2.va.us" <ssusbury@pen.kI2.va.us>,
"stgert@mindspring.com" <stgert@mindspring.com>,
"Stmsaints@aol.com" <Stmsaints@AOL.COM>, "t.debolt" <t.debolt@erols.com>,
"tharpp@gsgis.kI2.va.us" <tharpp@gsgis.kI2.va.us>,
"thomas.j.kusiak@bellatlantic.COM" <thomas.j.kusiak@bellatlantic.COM>,
TIML <TIML@NAXS.COM>, "vdorkey@pwcgov.org" <vdorkey@pwcgov.org>,
vetac <vetac@pen.kI2.va.us>,
"Vicky.Bellucci@mci.com" <Vicky.Bellucci@mci.com>,
vlu <vlu@sab.ncps.kI2.va.us>, wgreenwe <wgreenwe@nhgs.tec.va.us>,
whutchin <whutchin@mounet.com>, wmcpeak <wmcpeak@pen.kI2.va.us>,
wparrott <wparrott@greensville.k12.va.us>
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E-Rate Update November 18,1999

Filing Window Opens for Year Three
The year three filing window for services received between July 1, 2000 and June 30,2001 is now open!
The filing window is scheduled to close January 19, 2000. All E-Rate discount applications received
during the window will be treated as if they were received at the same time. The last possible day to
safely file a form 470, wait 28 days, sign a contract, file a form 471, and have it delivered to Kansas is
about December 17.

Year Two Funding Commitments Finished - Virtually
According to Kate Moore, President of the Schools and Libraries Division, funding commitment wave 20
is being released today. Today's mailing represents the last major funding release for year two. There are
only a few year two applications, that arrived within the year two window, remaining to be processed.
Moore said that about 2000 applications have arrived since the window closed on April 6, 1999.

Virginia schools and libraries have received almost $25 million in commitments for year two. Thus far,
118 Virginia school divisions have received funding commitments for year two. Once a commitment
letter has been received, applicants must file form 486 to begin the discount process. In some cases a
form 472 must also be filed for applicants receiving retroactive discounts.

Not too Late to File for Year Two Discounts
Applicants that did not file for discounts for year two, had applications denied or rejected, or have need
of additional services should file a new form 471 for year two funding now. As the Schools and Libraries
Division closes the books on year one, a large amount of money collected for the program has gone
unspent - perhaps hundreds of mi!lions of dollars. Librarians and educators have urged the Federal
Communications Commission to use this money to fund year two applications received outside the filing
window. The FCC is expected to act on these requests shortly. Applications received outside the filing
window will be funded on a first-come-first-served basis. Currently there are approximately 2,000
applications waiting for funding representing about $200 million. It is estimated that the year one
carryover funds will be more than sufficient to fund all 2,000 applications plus more!

Applicants that filed a form 470 for existing contracts or services that have already started can file a form
471 requesting funding as early as July 1, 1999, or when services began - whichever is later. Applicants
that have never filed a form 470 should have it posted on the SLD website now and file a form 471 after
the 28 day posting period.

See the Department ofEducation E-Rate website for more information on filing:
http://www.pen.kI2.va.usNDOE/Technology/erate.html

Because funding will be granted on applications in the order that they are received, Virginia schools and
libraries are urged to submit applications as soon as possible!

Contact Greg Weisiger at (804) 692-0335 for assistance with applications, appeals, or the E-Rate
process.

Details on Statewide Contracts
The Commonwealth has a number of statewide contracts public schools and libraries can utilize.
Information on those contracts is listed below:

Network Virginia
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To be E-Rate Eligible, Network Virginia services must be ordered directly from Virginia Tech.
Contact Jeff Crowder (540) 231-3300

Information on the Network Virginia contracts is available at: http://www.networkvirginia.net/

Universal Service Control Number for both contracts: 746400000117260

SPIN for Bell Atlantic: 143001422
SPIN for Sprint 143005695

Department of Information Technology Contracts
Information on DIT contracts is available at: http://www.dit.state.va.us/usf/usfhtm

DIT holds contracts for long distance services, routers, switches and other hardware.
Contact Suzanne Piland at (804) 371-5544 for details on E-Rate eligible services.

The Department ofEducation dof's not endorse one contract over another, but provides this information
as a service to schools and libraries.

The Department ofEducation does endorse the Technology Leadership Conference at the Hotel Roanoke
December 13 through 15. Two E-Rate training sessions are scheduled. Bring applications, appeals and
E-Rate questions!

Greg Weisiger


